THE stands have fallen and

the world's oldest rugby
stadium is no more.

Thewreckingballs have
finished theirworkand
Dublin's Lansdowne Road
has beenrazed Lo make way
foras0,000-seater state-
of-the-art stadium dueto
be complete at the end of
2009.

Our pictures show that
notatraceoftheold
ground - which hosted its
firstinternational rugby
matchin 1878 - remains,

Gonearethe Eastand
West Stands, the rubble
from which will be used as
foundations forthe new
£365m stadium, due to
open in just two years.

Andwhile the East Stand
was removed in four or five
weeks, construction work-
ers removed the West
Stand (which overhangs
the DART lines) injust 62
hours over the bank holi-
dayweekend - a*record”
time according to the
demolition crew,

The biggest concentra-
tion of demolition equip-
ment was moved Intoleafy
Dublin 4 over the weekend
toensure that the stand

was removed in the three-
daywindow agreed with
Iarnrod Eireann.

DART services between
Connolly Station and Syd-
ney Parade were sus-
pended over the bank holi-
day weekend to facilitate
thework.

In all, some 2,000 tonnes
of stand and another 2,000
tonnes of terracing that
made up the West Stand
surrounding the Lans-
downe Road DART station
were demolished between
midnight on Friday and
3am on Monday. Rail ser-
vices resumed as planned
onTuesday morning.

Damage

Construction workers
from Irish, Portuguese and
English construction com-
panies worked together to
safely complete the job
without causing any dam-
agetothetrack orsignal-
ling equipment.

Planning permission was
granted for the new sta-
dinm last March and demo-
lition crews began working
atthe famous old stadium
last May.

Butat least one group of
local residents remain
opposed to the project and
have gone tothe courtsin
anefforttostopit.




